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U.S. Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
Washington, D.C. 20231 
United States 



Dear Sir: 



January 21, 2004 

RECEIVED 

JAN 2 3 2004 

Technology Center 2600 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed in the manner prescribed 
by 37 CFR 1.97(b) - (d) to satisfy the duty under 37 CFR 1.56 to disclose to 
the Office information, known to individuals associated with the filing and 
prosecution of the subject application, which is material to the examination of 
the application. 

In accordance with 37 CFR 1.97(g) and (h), this statement is not to be 
construed as a representation that a search has been made or an admission 
that the information cited herein is, or is considered to be, material to 
patentability as defined in 37 CFR 1 .56(b). 
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Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1. 97(e)(1), I hereby certify that each item of 
information contained in the Information Disclosure Statement filed herewith 
was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart 
foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of this 
Information Disclosure Statement. 

In compliance with 37 CFR 1.98(a)(1), a list of all patents, publications or 
other information submitted for consideration by the Office is hereby provided 
by way of the attached Form PTO-1449. 

It is respectfully requested that the information be expressly considered by the 
Examiner and that the references be made of record and appear among the 
"References Cited" on any patent to issue therefrom. 

It is believed that no fees are required for consideration of this Information 
Disclosure Statement, in view of the above statement made under 37 C.F.R. 
§1. 97(e)(1). The Patent Office is hereby authorized to charge any deficiency, 
or credit any overpayment in fees to Deposit Account Number 06-0713. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Stephen J. Ferance, Reg. No. 48,090 
SMART & BIGGAR 
Box 1 1560 Vancouver Centre 
2200 - 650 West Georgia Street 
Vancouver, British Columbia 
Canada V6B4N8 
Telephone: 604-682-7295 



SJF:cat 



Ends.: Form PTO-1449 

Reference listed on Form PTO-1449 
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